Flunitrazepam a benzodiazepine most used among drug abusers.
Flunitrazepam (FZ) is a sedative/hypnotic nitro-benzodiazepine. This drug has been accepted by both patients and physicians and in the last 20 years flunitrazepam has been included and studied in many clinical trials so, in many countries, flunitrazepam is one of the most prescribed hypnotic. Since 1980 it has been found that FZ began to be a popular drug among drug abusers all over the word. However, little is known about the difference between Fz and other Benzodiazepines in capacity to produce physiologic dependence or in ability to produce drug taking or drug seeking behaviour. Flunitrazepam has little risk of abuse by the vast majority of patients; however when the drug is taken i. v. or intranasally, its effect is much faster and risk of abuse is much greater. In this report we examine the reasons why some populations of drug abusers prefer flunitrazepam over the other benzodiazepines.